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Abstract

In order to identify free-living and plant-parasitic nematodes in East Azarbaijan province, more than 600 soil samples were
collected from vegetation’s rhizosphere at different areas during 2016 and 2017. The nematodes were extracted using classic
techniques, fixed and transferred to anhydrous glycerin. Microscopic slides were prepared and the nematodes identified based
on morphological, molecular and morphometric characters. In this study, four species, Longidorus apulus, L. iranicus, L.
persicus and L. proximus were identified. In addition, the D2-D3 region of 28S rRNA gene of the identified species were
amplified and sequenced. The results of the phylogenetic analyses confirmed the species identity and the relationships of the
sequenced species were discussed. In total, 13 sequences were obtained during present study and deposited in the GenBank
(NCBI) database.

Keywords: Fauna, morphology, morphometry, nematode, taxonomy

How to cite: Naghavi, A., Niknam, G., Vasifeh, N. & Jabbari, H. 2025. Morphological and molecular study on four species of

the genus Longidorus (Dorylaimida: Longidoridae) from East Azarbaijan province, Iran. Iranian J. of Nematology 1(1), 71-87.

Naghavi et al. Morphological and molecular study on four species of the genus Longidorus ... 72


mailto:jabbari@maragheh.ac.ir

vy

Aol 5l dadiges (6 m505lul glp 00,5 Ay ouds (gjllos
oolaiw! Olympus BX41 (5,5 ©sSws So 4y Juato o )5
Jlazms a0l eolaiwl b lediged 51 (g,lo p uSe o

CEF D yp0 B 5558 osSens San 4 e DPSO

PCR Iy lo iy 519 9 DNA Z1 5wl
o2l 4.l pll (Archidona-Yuste et al. 2016) )l )San
0,b8 G ol e oY e (55, o) Wiles 4w b Sy kit
5,8 (Worm lysis buffer) wle casS ) BL L Lhie ol
YOIPD Jols a5 Wles ouisS 3d 80 ol e Ve (ool
FelsSae VIO (ddHA0) (95w e Jbgo o 12ds S
RYLRTS SERR % (:l;u" Léj)‘J’. S DNA C‘)’.‘:“‘"" Jetnss sl
az,0 -Ae gles jo dado Ve Soe 4 JBlas dy) S

) Gugeedo 42,0 PO 50 codi @ ol 5l G s Guseels
6,10aS5 (adBs VO o ) (ugeds a0 AD pleil
D2- a>b sla,S5lel 51 ooliwl L DNA askd 355 050
Joddljgiws 3olae (Nunn 1992) 28S rRNA 5 D3

(Archidona-Yuste et al. 2016) .),Ke2 5 casl-Ugasd)!
(Sl @l 5l s s0wl Cawsds PCR Jguame 28,5 & jg0
Applied Biosystems® 3730/3730x| DNA  s5iws lawgs
Cawdds slo Jlg 9 b Jlg (o9 0,5 ,5iS o Analyzer
MKB894278  MK894277  sla,leiw, <ov  odwl
L. ) MK894279 MK894281 MK894282 .MK894280
«(L. iranicus) MK894273 MK894272 .(apulus
MT176055 MK894274 4 (L. persicus) MK894283
Sk Lo, (L. proximus) MK894275 (MK894276

IRERVIC GV %

&1k 69t
51 oolizul L 285 rRNA ;I D2-D3 Sylsesn sl Jlss
NCBI et e
ol das (s,9ls,5 (Www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/Taxonomy)
09,5 0sn all S g 09,509,0 al)] solans Jolis o Jlgs
S38le 5 5l eslawl b o Jlgv (3le 0,0 .04 (OULGroup)
(Tamura et al. MEGAG6 ,l38ls 5 o ool 4 Muscle
51 osliiul b DNA _LlSS Jow o g 28,5 bl 2013)

VA=AV [AFF ) oylos [ ) ol ol ol (owlibailos

doddo
Longidoridae Thorne, eslgls 4 slaie slaas!,] o)
Mojta) ), Kes 5 (sagizme dawss Jb sl eoylpl ;o 1935
Xiphinema Cobb, 1913 > adlas L 4 (hedi et al. 1980
OIAS «835 30 sf Oyl e By ol )3l slag bl 5|
b ol plnl (luzsh 5 Ol 5 gl ) (Lol iz (ledel
;1 Longidorus Micoletzky, 1922 > 5l aisS YV g4l
RCRSVRRVIRVIEN IFEX JRCHF YN RVE P SN [PV 1T St
Jols 4565 VY olass ¢y92SL .(Bakhshi Amrei et al. 2019)
.euonymus L. apulus Lamberti & Bleve-Zacheo, 1977
L. crassus Thorne, 1974 Mali & Hooper, 1973
. kheirii Pedram, .ranicus Sturhan & Barooti, 1983
Niknam, Robbins, Ye & Karegar, 2008
. paravineacula Ye & .Jeptocephalus Hooper, 1961
L. profundorum Hooper, 1966 Robbins, 2003

. sturhani Rubtsova, Jproximus Sturhan & Argo, 1983

. tabrizicus Niknam, Subbotin, Brown & Moens, 2001

Pedram, Ghahremani Nejad, Ye, Robbins & Maafi,
&bl 1L vineacola Sturhan & Weischer, 1964 4 2010

(Pedram 2018) <ol oass 5 5,155 (B ,o oylzel,d]
5)3 0 e )3 laplis pd glaniles ()58 sy 50
LT 5 9155 v e 5l oo Lo gl S Ll |
Soeal Bl LIS 5 92 puiS abex Sl (2ly) QLS iz
sdiges Sl Longidorus w5l slacares wiinn
Slasie dlie pl 0 ael Cassds oud (5)5lae> S
ol 3l a8 Jkr Jelse 5 e, (S,

Ll 00l sols T i

L9y 9 olge

Sl 9 silwlaz g,l0 paiges
S SL diges Fee 5l i TAF 5T ol b
5 =y Alize GlalS ady)lp e il Be BV Bae
Slasin Cod 5l G 5 Gpslaer Bolas jsbay ey
L Sl bwle gilulas aias Jas oRislel 4y p3Y
plil (Brown & Boag 1988) S ¢ (yoly a8l yoss o,
5 Cois (De Grisse 1969) o 5o by, Jawgd (s O
sasles 51 el glaadlul o axsly Jl o el o



Ol g (5ol

proximalis « e S0 VY U VV/Y Job 4 distalis vaginae
L yieg, oo VIO B #/A x VE/O B VV/Y ol 4 pars vaginae
o g 93 hls sl s g slazmale slao o
Db b g S D3+ b Fe e Job ol eyl con Llas
P59 B YYY Job a4 e 4y (o Jsb awys AR L
sl 5o bplaess oy Job oy cuia B £/ L ey Se
e B L8 laeds gleil (SeaS y Job (( SiS 6l
5 YA sl oS Jsb oSai g slme Jsb
e Jlail e «yieg,Ses VWA B VY e 5 Y+ 2/0
4 iy oog,tunly iy iSabl Gl o2y g S jee
YA LYY Jsb 4 odg,Cesl, ieg,See OFY 5 FO+ Jsb
pS e Joe 50 ow B pln AL AL peg S
aw sl 5 5,5 B 0,5 lenl b (g e (oS colisS
»

3l Cewody gy ol jo 0,8 G dadd (LS L
Ceod ;o Ladd oolo ol,8l 4l oges SHlibcsy, Ll
gl 5 Job VY sl i (Faes sl o sl
et ol plo 31 (SIS S ol i alols (oS5
osle m3 drds 25 g S YEIO azy 5 &l 5se iy S
(S92 (S S (oS a3 Iy
g,y

Lol wosle o3l alie o IS sliscsy, Slasie L
2 sl Jlulghgl @hls 5 e adgi gl 286
sl Jlwlggol Soi So e g5V 50 159, e den
S O 50 (Jg Sl Joliwlgigal easl (Soo5 0 (038
oy Jlab Jobiolsiisdl Jsbo & 5 55857550l 0sslB (Sao5
0uiSanl lediged mwisn, o gw)p o 9,Y
St Job bl G 50 el (59,Y e Sz 0925
b so)¥ dolme i jo Lol 55893 b oantS 5 Sk slesl b
(59,5 b (g e sl

..Longidorus sz 1 48 ke Jedgo g SSbubicsr ) anllae vy

Akaike L. 3 MrModeltest 2.3 (Nylander 2004) ,I;3ls 5
el g 4355 .ol cawsay information criterion (AIC)
L [Bayesian inference (BI)] Lo 4l 5 bosls o5 Ls
(Ronquist & MrBayes 3.1.2 Sdley sl eolail
3 as,0 YO Bds 3l g 423,5 olxil Huelsenbeck 2003)
(bumn-in) ke A ge 50 sads,slaes slales,Ls
boma Jloiol mjy 5 dol casay Jloxl slols
o b plsl oS (gl (posterior  probabilities)
sanlie FigTree v1.4.3 l58ls 5 5l eolal L ol sles,Ls

Longidorus apulus Lamberti & Bleve-Zacheo, aigS
1977

VgV V) slasis (V) Jgoo
Olasine

oobo
Ol oy g VA GVEY Jasl oo ol slawsles
U ladss ,0 od gl> oo )0 ying, S0 VIO b i
ol o (K285, )l oy 4 Jlail Joro 13 59,5 g0
Gloacl caand o (azinl 9 e b JShglans
ol JSoglanaS isu g o)l baes S lgie5 g0 glls
oo dal> cdslwl gole dil> B alols o ,0 OF B 0
Coond )3 &8ly oy glosl 5l ey o Y LYY alsld o
sl oys PY B 5 (slan 5l hlialgiise] sl
B Y G ot M0 (258 (Fomd 90 60 - ilnlgiigol
Jsb 0o, 0 Y B YY L yeg,See VAV B V0P ] Jgbo o VY
2 ON) ay @ i5 0 loains Cosdse 50 S
alold ;0 ON) oSy did 90 5 o, YA LY. alols
@905 U bgyke Lo)ls o hal gao,s AV B A
hols BILE 509 SV Y/ B YV/Y x AV B Y V/A ol

pars o e deys OA B OO il (K895 (oo



e VA=AV 1AFF 1) o ylos | ) oo oyl ol owliibatiilos

B 10 ym

I 10 pm

JI_O pm Kl()(’) pm

ol iz gl F o 3ly 5 (Jols SIS E Lo )lS D g0 vt siSe 1€ wiel B oy sl ise (A iLongidorus apulus .Y JsCi
Slos K (oo as s sl oaumolis o mld) 5 oy olesdl 2w g o oS cis sl ol H wols oy ol (isw (G wols

obal (69, b wlie oole oy IS sles il 5 oy IS
Fig. 1. Longidorus apulus: A: Anterior body region, B: Amphid, C: Expanded part of pharynx, D: Cardia, E: Vulva and

vagina, F: Female anterior genital branch, G: Female posterior end, H: Male ventromedian supplements, | and J: Male
posterior end (Arrows indicate ventromedian supplements), K: Male entire body, L: Female entire body. Scales on the

pictures.
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Fig. 2. Juvenile stages of the species Longidorus apulus: A-D: Anterior body region of first to fourth larval stages,
respectively, E-H: Posterior end of first to fourth larval stages, respectively. Scales on the pictures.
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Table 1. Morphometrics of Longidorus apulus. Measurements are in um (L in mm).
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Characters / life stage J1 J2 J3 J4 Female Male
n 3 3 3 3 5 1
L 1.60 £0.01 2.70£0.01 3.90+£0.01 5.10 £0.02 7.70 £0.08
(1.60-1.62) (2.60-2.80) (3.80-4.00) (5.08-5.30) (7.20-9.30) 7.50
a 776 0.1 110.0£4.2 115+1.8 120.0+£1.8 135+£8.2
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¢’ 29+08 1501 12+01 0.9+0.01
(2.7-3.4) 2.2 (1.4-1.6) (1.2-1.3) (0.8-1.0) 1.2
\% - - - - 50.8 +0.7 -
(48.0-52.0)
Lip region diam. 9.2+0.1 104 +0.1 135+0.2 16.0+0.5
(9.0-9.3) (10.0-10.6) 125 (13.0-13.7) (14.3-16.8) 16.5
Odontostyle length 60.5+4.3 750+1.38 87014 97.5+0.2 109+1.4 115.6
(56.0-65.5) (74.0-78.0) (84.5-89.0) (97.0-98.0) (106-113)
Odontophore length 38.0+0.6 51.0+0.1 55.0+0.8 66.0+1.2 65.0£2.0 70
(35.0-40.5) (50.0-52.0) (54-56) (64.0-67.0) (62.5-67.5)
Replacement odontostyle 70.0+0.9 85 +0.02 111+15 - -
(69-71) (84.4-85.6) 97 (109-112.5)
Oral aperture to guide ring 21.0+0.1 222+0.1 25.2+0.01 29.0+0.3 333+0.1 33.7
(20-23) (22.0-24.0) (25.0-25.5) (28.0-29.5) (32.5-34.0)
Pharynx length 300 +20 379+4.2 420+ 11 450+£5.2 510 + 40 550
(218.5-322) (362-387) (394-450) (443-456) (469-581)
Body diam. at pharynx. base 19.8+0.2 31.0+£0.8 346 +0.3 455+0.7 42.6
(19.5-21.0) 25 (29.5-32.0) (34.0-35.0) (44.5-49.0)
mid-body 21.0+£0.1 345+0.2 43.0+£0.5 61.0+1.7 46.3
(19.5-22.0) 25 (34.0-35.0) (42.5-44.0) (53.0-64.0)
anus 155+0.5 273202 305+0.2 41.7+04 43.1
(14.5-17.0) 20 (27.0-28.0) (30.0-31.0) (40.0-43.0)
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(40.5-47.0) (40.0-40.5) (35.5-44.5) (34.5-39.5) (34.5-44.0)
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Fig. 3. Longidorus iranicus: A: Anterior body region, B: Expanded part of pharynx, C: Cardia, D: Vulva and vagina, E and F:
Posterior end, G: Entire body. Scales on the pictures.
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Fig. 4. Longidorus persicus: A: Anterior body region, B: Amphid, C: Expanded part of pharynx, D: Cardia, E: Vulva and
vagina, F: Posterior end, G: Entire body. Scales on the pictures.
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Table 2. Morphometrics of the females of Longidorus iranicus and Longidorus persicus. Measurements are in um (L in mm).

characters / species L. iranicus L. persicus
n 3 3
L 6.34 £0.01 7.20 £0.01
(6.30-6.40) (7.20-7.30)
a 95.0+0.9 171.0 £0.08
(93.4-96.4) (170.5-173.0)
b 152+0.1 223+04
(15.0-15.5) (21.6-23.0)
c 186.0 £0.2 164.0 £3.3
(186.5-187.0) (157.5-170.0)
c' 0.73+0.01 1.6 £0.08
(0.71-0.76) (1.5-1.7)
\% 47504 50.5 +0.08
(47.0-48.0) (50.0-51.0)
Lip region diam. 13.8+0.2
(13.5-14.0) 12
Odontostyle length 108.0+1.8 80.8+0.4
(106.0-110.5) (80.5-81.5)
Odontophore length 53.5+0.3 55.7+0.4
(53.0-54.0) (54.0-57.5)
Oral aperture to guide ring 35.3+0.1
(35.0-36.5) 25
Pharynx length 411013 362.0+2.8
(410.0-413.0) (356.0-369.0)
Body diam. at pharynx base 545+0.1 345101
(53.0-56.0) (34.0-35.0)
mid-body 68.2 +0.08 42.0+0.02
(68.0-68.5) (41.0-43.0)
anus 455+0.2 305+£0.1
(45.0-46.0) (30.0-31.0)
Tail length 34.0+0.1 443+0.5
(33.5-34.5) (42.0-47.0)
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Fig. 5. Longidorus proximus: A: Anterior body region, B: Amphid, C: Expanded part of pharynx, D: Female anterior genital

branch, E: Female posterior end, F and G: Male posterior end, H: Male entire body, I: Female entire body. Scales on the
pictures.
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Fig. 6. Juvenile stages of the species Longidorus proximus: A-D: Anterior body region of first to fourth larval stages,
respectively, E-H: Posterior end of first to fourth larval stages, respectively. Scales on the pictures.
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Table 3. Morphometrics of Longidorus proximus. Measurements are in um (L in mm).

Characters / life stage J J2 J3 J4 Female Male
n 3 3 1 3 5 1
L 1.30£0.01 2.30+0.01 3.10 4.73 £0.06 6.80 £ 0.07
(1.30-1.40) (2.20-2.40) (4.70-4.80) (6.60-7.20) 6.30
a 65.0+0.1 735%0.6 775 102.9+3.1 100 + 13
(63.6-66.0) (72.6-74.2) (94.3-110.0) (95-122) 99.2
b 4601 6.7+0.1 7.4 112+11 15.0+0.7
(4.6-4.7) (6.6-6.8) (10.0-12.3) (13.6-16.3) 145
c 28.0+0.3 46.2+0.7 64.2 110-2 £ 8.7 172+ 11
(26.0-30.5) (44.5-48.0) (100.0-119.0)  (160-189.5) 158
¢’ 2.90 £0.01 2.10 £0.04 1.6 1.1 0.80 £0.01
(2.9-3.0) (2.0-2.2) (0.7-0.9) 0.8
\Y - - - - 50.8+0.8 -
(50.0-52.0)
Lip region diam. 10 12.7+£0.3 170+0.2 195+15
(12.5-13.2) 15 (16.5-17.5) (17.0-20.5)
19
Odontostyle length 60.3 £ 0.07 710+ 27 104.0+15 1145+04
(60.0-61.0) (67.5-75.0) 87.5 (97.5-106.0)  (114.0-115.0) 114
Odontophore length 31.6+0.3 376+0.2 67.0+34
26 (31.0-32.0) 38 (37.0-38.0) (62.0-71.0) 64.5
Replacement odontostyle 73.0+05 86.8 £0.4 115.0+0.1 - -
(70.0-75.0) (86.0-87.5) 101.7 (114.0-115.5)
Oral aperture to guide ring 18 23.0+0.1 30.3+£0.1 33.7£0.1
(22.5-23.5) 27 (30.0-31.0) (32.5-34.0) 34
Pharynx length 2945+13 351.0+5.3 416 £ 10 492+ 32
(291.0-297.0)  (337.0-365.0) 422 (400-450) (444-531) 476
Body diam. at pharynx base 325+1.1 421+0.8 51.0+1.2
22 (31.0-33.5) 39.5 (41.0-43.0) (42.5-55.0) 53
mid-body 21.3+0.1 322+0.1 525+2.1 67.3+0.7
(21.0-21.8) (31.5-34.5) 46 (50.0-55.0) (53.0-75.0) 67.5
anus 158+0.1 25.0+0.8 383+1.2 465+2.2
(15.0-17.0) (23.0-27.0) 29.5 (37.0-40.0) (42.0-53.0) 425
Tail length 475+0.3 50.6 £0.2 41013 40.0+1.6
(40.5-50.0) (50.0-51.0) 49 (39.0-43.0) (37.5-46.0) 34
Spicule length - - - - - 62.5
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1; (JX445114) Longidorus crataegi
(JX445114) Longidorus crataegi
(KT308869) Longidorus lusitanicus
(AY601581) Longidorus goodeyi
(KT308870) Longidorus magnus
(HM921361) Longidorus magnus
(KT308860) Longidorus silvestris
JX445105) Longidorus iuglandis
JX445104) Longidorus iuglandis
(KT308856) Longidorus macrodorus
: (JX445108) Longidorus fasciatus
1r (GU001823) Longidorus orientalis
(KJ802877) Longidorus orientalis
(JX445103) Longidorus oleae
(KF242315) Longidorus artemisiae
0.89 (KF242316) Longidorus artemisiae
(AY601577) Longidorus piceicola
(AY601578) Longidorus elongatus
0.95 (HM447032) Longidorus elongatus
(AF480072) Longidorus carpathicus
(KF242324) Longidorus aetnaeus
(KF292307) Longidorus aetnaeus
0.76 (KT308862) Longidorus vallensis
1 (KT308861) Longidorus vallensis
(JX445116) Longidorus rubi
(JX445115) Longidorus alvegus
(AF480073) Longidorus profundorum
6 (MK795203) Longidorus proximus
(MK795204) Longidorus proximus
D.81) (MKB894274) Longidorus proximus
MK894275§ Longidorus proximus
MT176055) Longidorus proximus
(MK894276) Longidorus proximus
1y (KJB02868) Longidorus cretensis
(KJ802867) Longidorus cretensis
(KJ802876) Longidorus moesicus (syn. L. iranicus)
(HM447029) Longidorus moesicus (syn. L. iranicus)
(KP222294) Longidorus iranicus
(KJ802870) Longidorus pseudoelongatus
(KJ802873) Longidorus pseudoelongatus
(MK894272) Longidorus iranicus
1' (MK894273) Longidorus iranicus
5KJ802863§ Longidorus closelongatus
KJ802866) Longidorus closelongatus
(AF480079) Longidorus caespiticola
(AF480082) Longidorus macrosoma
(AY601583) Longidorus africanus
(HQ735098) Longidorus mindanaonsis
(AY494715) Longidorus americanum
(MK894277) Longidorus apulus
D.99| (MK894278) Longidorus apulus
(MK894279) Longidorus apulus
(MK894280) Longidorus apulus
d 86 M K894281§ Longidorus apulus
(AY601571) Longidorus apulus
0.56) (MK894282) Longidorus apulus
1r (AY601570) Longidorus arthensis
AF480071) Longidorus sturhanii
08 (KF242332) Longidorus euonymus
O (KF242331) Longidorus euonymus
D.79|" (AY601573) Longidorus euonymus
(KR152295) Longidorus perangustus
(KX062667) Longidorus euonymus
i (MK894283) Longidorus persicus
%KU747173; Longidorus persicus
KU747174) Longidorus persicus

(AY601575) Longidorus edmundsi
(AY601574) Longidorus athesinus
(AY601574) Longidorus athesinus

2
AM911623) Longidorus kuiperi
AM911624) Longidorus kuiperi

99 (AY593056) Longidorus dunensis
(AY593057) Longidorus dunensis
(AY601572) Longidorus attenuatus

(AY601576) Longidorus breviannulatus
(AJ437027) Xiphinema diversicaudatum
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Fig. 7. Bayesian tree inferred under the GTR + | + G model from 28S rDNA D2-D3 expansion domains of East Azarbaijan
province populations of four known species of the genus Longidorus. Probabilities of more than 50% are given for appropriate
clades. The new sequences obtained in the present study are shown in bold.
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